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Emerging from the long shadow of Soviet
Communism, MONGOLIA—with its stark, ravishing
landscapes and resurgent Buddhist traditions—
1s looking west for its future, By PANKAJ] MISHR A
Photographed by FREDERIC LAGRANGE
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The central Mongolian landscape. From far left: A mother
and daughter at home, north of Kharkorin; the Trans-
Siberian Express at Zamyn-Ulid, a town in southeastern
Mongolia; a monk in a ger temple, Ulaanbaatar.
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e HOWTO GET THERE
\ from Beijing,

1, or Moscow,

but there are

Seoul. Ulaa
Khaan
the only international hub in the
country. MIAT (Mongolian
Airlines), Air China, Aeroflot, and
Korean Air fly to the
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Visas are not nee | for U.S.
citizens to visit Mongolia.

@ WHERE TO STAY
Ulaanbaatar Hotel

14

capital city.

skhbaatar Square; 976

11/32C

doubles fro

w.ubhotel.mn;

Three Camel Lodge
Perched in the
of the Gobi Gt

foothills

van Sayan

Mountains,

of 46 gers (nomadic tents of felt

17-day hiking trip t

Alra

this desert camp

and wood) is the area's only

uxury accommodation. com; from $5,690.
800/998-6634; www. Namad|c Expechtlons
threeca

mellodge.com; doubles
from 5140.

TOUR OUTFITTERS
Geographic Expeditions
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T+L ONLINE To see more
e of Frederic Lagrange's
Mongolia photographs, go to
travelandleisure.com.
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