SUBLIME TRIPS EVERY TIME!

TOP TRAVEL PLANNERS—AND HOW

THEY CAN WORK WONDERS FOR YOU
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Offering a blend of expertise, access, and good value, these select travel
consultants are the prostoturn i‘Dfm:your next big trip

wenty years of interviewing travel
agents and tour operators for "The
Parrin Rapart” and other Condé Nast
Traveler articles has glven me a
well-thum bed directery of the maost trusted in-
siders—people who affer the best combination
of specialized knowledge (based on firsthand
travel experience), local connections, user-
friendliness, and value for your dollar.

Each year, my team and | evaluate hun-
dreds of new applicants to this list, and only
asmall number make the cut, Qur recom-
mended specialists have undergone a rigor-
ous screening process that begins with a

&7-question application with sample itinerar-
ies and client references, then continues with
phone interviews and, in most cases. road-
testing by Condé Nost Traveler staff. Thasze wha
unnecessarily book trips through pricey mid-
dlemen [as opposed to directly with local ho-
tels and suppliers) or use on-site contacts that
charge exorbitant rates are disqualified. Even
50, the travel specialists who make the grade

«can be expensive.The
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price quoted within each

listing represents the

minlmum cost per day Wn{'ld's TlliJ
for two peaple for the rave'
trips that he ar she typi- P

«cally books. SDECI a"s“

Ireceive hundreds of let-
ters annually from readers re-
jporting back on thelr trips that were arranged
by these travel planners. Any specialist who
is the object of valid complaints is removed
from the list.

Prefer not to hop from specialist to special-
st but to develop a relationship with one trav-
el agent? The consultants marked with the &
fean are your best bet. Even if you settle into a
long-term relationship with one of them,
when baoking a joumey where the right
guidesand local connections are eritical it's
still advisable to contact the listed specialists
to find out what they offer that your general-
ist travel agent doesn't, =W. P,

WE WANTTO HEAR FROM YOU If you have returned from a trip arranged by one of the listad

traval planners, please share your feedback You tan post a review onling, and read reviews posted
by fellow subscribers, ot entraveler.com/specialistreviews. To comment privately or 16 naminate
somecne new for consideration, a-mall me at perrinfesdback@contravelercom.

THE LISTINGS BELOW ARE ORGANIZED BY EXPERTISE IN COUNTRIES & REGIONS,
C I{.l'l'>1'5 SPORTS BE ADVENTURE, AND SPECIAL INTEREST

COUNTRIES E REGIONS rooe. Creoled, which helps in negatiating

Qloel Zack, Heritage Tours Private  discounted hiotel rates for her clients,
EEn Travel, New Vork City whaam she gccasionally meets up with on

pect on Mormeean architecture and— Vhe 3slnds. sinee she lives on Prasling

m::;::m"w“ Cortez Travel histuric preserration. 2ack has made 90- e knows Uie hest times o visie— Pl MRt Sal Divial
& Expeditions Soiana Beich, plus teips o the country and returns ai whetlier for seuba diving, fishing, ar Saperstein, Hippo Crack Safaris,
Colffarnta y Jeasttwice a year. Hel help o dive into. even while shark lagging-and can guide  WoDalcliff Lake, Mew fersey

the culture & castahs—whel ber you beyord the hoites) Mahé hangoots \\fe- TeCERVE more renews extolling
Thanks to.more than 100 trips to 1his [ through galbery own arel La Dignie beaches oo ess-tourisied Wennersten than amy sther travel

islandl, Rosdriguea—an hor-
il of Madagascar whe visis

s ar i Yisit o yillagers’ bemes-and, is
much s se kves Marmakechs hot hotels

ot bxlands, What we love most? She
warks o accarmmodaie all birgris n
ihis andorlausly expensive destination

spectaliston s s, harks 10 her no

¥ otfes tothe beaches (8158892206 Hedles
i of Essairs e the ethereal High Alas 0 gotiserchelles om: S1754
:emuu z‘-x?lrlwalng Palagasy culture Range (5003572 ol HTprivaite ALTE EVETyTe has the most re:
vi T i the homes of natve Mala- \ravel eom: HTprivateteavel com: SS00° Tunisla warding exprrieneoe of Afnca that their
. are eniels}, ko huiariat lerry Sarkin, TunisUSA, Wayae, buadge! wild allow; Feaders e about
Iz o prissing benches, 1er local eon Seychelles Peamsylvanio et arrangements In soulhern Al
sisis enalle Bodrigues la apen doars Astrid Brever, lsland Splendor Sarkin, whio has boes arranging travel oy [RER-D30-9124: infoshippos
L juse about any plantation, aelier, op Vacaticns, Sepcheiles tio Tunisls for 16 years. s perds alimsist salaFis.eom: hippomreeksfars. o
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Sevehelles tative Brewer speaks all thiee

Bt the vear ln Tunis, where his compa

Kenya, 3800 Tanzania, 31,190%)

LCUT GO e USR, T S60 Becal Languages (Englsh. French, and ny has anaflice. His trips fink sighsses
Eg—walks around Reman ruins and Sataris: Southern Africa
normaltyofi-limits ox Charri Briggs, Explore,

DO HIREAPROFOR ..,
» Start-to-finish custemized

I e Fisted corsultants will add enough value to justify their cost
oy on cermain Types of trips. 5o you must first determine whether

you're Betier off using theirservices o making the arangements your-
self. Generally speaking, if you have more money than time, hire one; if
yau have more time than money, dor't.

DONT HIREAPROFOR ...
*The cheapest options
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watlons, visits o
beaches and meuntain villages., shop-
ping in iy bazaars. drives theough the
Sah 1 hiten mnnedinns be
twieen iravelers and everyday Tunisians.
HsF of mist itineraries are spent in
remule aress (EAE-4T-9502; Infod
tanisusa.coms: bt e SEHT,

Safaris: East Africa
Linda Friedman, Custom Safaris,
Bethesda, Maryland

four years, She mnimbates maney from

el e mone the travel spie

5t can ol

Sreambaar Springs, Calorada
With efeees tn Botswang and Zamibia,
Biriggs spends sl e eight months of the
year InAlrkes, perpetually scopling oul
tew territory. Having served on the
boards of several African ronservation
nrganizatons, she applies her envirmn
meenital ethies in chonsing accommicda.
tigns, from classic mobile lented sataris
b hue bdlges, and fosiers chlent parthel
patlon (o ety and wildiie po
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* Drice-in-a-llfatime splurges (283 one-day tour, restaurant weeksa yearin Africa, She can send yo licn stal night with veterinarians
(o, wedding ronss) 1o thie bastam of ot hers Tanzanias fB-HSI - info@exploreafricanet;
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» English-spoaking guides and rvers  [such as these of a mid-priced ::J'fl':’.;.c.l.'.]...'\lc-zur.'ﬂfzf.fu?ﬂ'uﬁ:’.”:' lulian Harrison, Premier Tours,
» Special actess tomanuments, ehain) i 2 ¥ 4 Philgdelphio
i ) inlo hee linecaries—sueh 1 volunteering R
i » Redeerming fraquent-flier miles at 4 sehioonl e health clinke. But her b arrison, who co: guthored Fodors Afr
» Crusas with private shore or guest paints only passiee is gorilla iracking in bwanda, an Seferi 5 fHaent in both Afriksans and
EXCUrsions whichshe's done seven times in the kst

st Trlg with addie wihee.
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Belgium and the Netherlands
Harmina Mulder, The Travel Society,  (2ech Republic, Hungary, Greece

L and Poland Ronnie Liadis, Liadis Travel,
Gwen Kozlowshi, Exeter Newtown Square, Pe)
Internatienal, Tampa, Flarida

Mengolia
Jalsa Urubshurow, Nomadie
roe Tewnhip

for his anoestral
tnfections. b

apes—and stap
1 nomad e

France
Anthony Bay, Abercrombie & Kent,
Valbenne, Fronce
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Ireland
Kathleen Sheridan, Altour,
Foramus, New lersey

Family Travel in Asia
Leslie Overtan, Absalute Travel, 5:'8'! 'IL:- Romania, and
New Vork City the Balkans

Alexander Datsey, Exeter
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Croatia

Wanda 5. Radetti, Tasteful Croatian Germany

Journays, New e Marion Harbison, Stelllng Brownell, A min. Dependim
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Austria and Cantral Europe
D Ellison Poe, Poe Travel,
Rock, Arkansos
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