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THREE CAMEL LODGE
GOBI DESERT, MONGOLIA

It took owner Jalsa Urubshurow three years of deliberations with local nomads to find the perfect place to create this remarkable
sustainable hotel. Near spectacular, fossil-rich Bayanzag (known as The Flaming Cliffs) and backed by the Altai Mountains,
it opened in 2002 and immediately brought radical new ideas about both comfort and conservation to the country. Guests
sleep in ‘gers’ - Mongolian round felt tents — which are decorated with gloriously hand-painted interiors and spaced around
a stone property styled like a Buddhist temple, but equipped with a bar and snoozy armchairs. It was built Mongolian style with
local materials and camel hair and without a single nail. Authenticity is close to the heart of American-born Urubshurow,
who grew up in a Mongolian community in New Jersey and became enormously successful in the construction industry there.
His vision for Three Camel Lodge was simply to celebrate Gobi life and introduce outsiders to its hauntingly beautiful landscape.
With his immensely talented team he’s continually refining the place; this year reducing the number of gers from 50 to 35 to
give more space and privacy. But the inimitable element here is the outlook. The hotel welcomes nomadic herders to its well, so
under vast Mongolian skies there is always the ebb and flow of animals to watch - great throngs of cows, horses, sheep and
cashmere goats being driven to drink. +976 11 313 396; www. threecamellodge.com. Doubles from about £400 full board
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